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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 5, 7, 1 7, 20, 22-24, 30, 33, 36 and 37 are withdrawn from further 
consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to nonelected embodiments 
of the invention. If a generic independent claim is found to be allowable the non-elected 
claims will be brought back into the case. The arguments are detailing why a restriction 
is improper, but an election of species requirement has been issued, not a restriction 
requirement. 

Applicant elected figures 3 and 4, the claims indicated above do not all read on 
figures 3 and 4. The claims that read on figures 3 and 4 are as follows: 1-4, 6, 8, 15, 16, 
28, 29, 30, 32 and 35. 

Applicant elected claims 31 and 34 to go with figures 3 and 4. 

Claim 31 requires "an intermediate elastic band member extending obliquely 
from a middle portion of the front thigh elastic band member to an inner lower portion of 
the thigh leg member; an intermediate elastic band member extending obliquely form a 
middle portion of the front thigh elastic band member to an inner upper portion of the 
thigh leg member", which is not shown in figures 3 or 4. 

Claim 34 requires "a back crus elastic band member provided substantially at a 
back side of the crus leg member, said back crus elastic band member extending 
obliquely from an upper back portion to a lower back portion of said crus leg member,", 
which is not shown in figures 3 or 4. 
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Therefore claims 1-4, 6, 8, 15, 16, 28, 29, 30, 32 and 35 have been examined 
below as drawn to elected figures 3 and 4. Claims 5, 7, 9-14, 17-27, 31 , 33, 34, 36 and 
37 are withdrawn at this time. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 15, 16, 28, 29, 30, 32 and 35 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fujii et al. (US 2001-192903). 

In regard to claim 1 , Fujii et al. teaches a pants garment comprising left and right 
thigh leg members for covering the left and right thigh areas of the wearer (figures 22- 
24). Each thigh leg member independently comprising a first thigh stretchable portion 
and a second thigh stretchable portion (figures 22-24). The second thigh stretchable 
portions having a greater tightening force for applying greater pressure than the first 
thigh stretchable portions (1, 1a, 5, 5a). A front thigh elastic band member provided 
substantially at a front side of each of the thigh leg members (1a, 5). The front thigh 
elastic band member extending obliquely from an upper front portion to a lower front 
portion of each thigh leg member (figure 22). A back thigh elastic band member (1 , 5a) 
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provided substantially at a back side of each of the thigh leg members and the back 
thigh elastic band member extending obliquely from an upper back portion to a lower 
back portion of each thigh leg member (figure 24). 

In regard to claim 2, Fujii et al. teaches at least either one of the left thigh leg 
member or the right thigh leg member has the front thigh elastic band member and the 
back thigh elastic band member inclined in opposite directions (see bands 5a, 1a). 

In regard to claim 3, Fujii et al. teaches at least either one of the left thigh leg 
members or the right thigh leg members having the front thigh elastic band member 
rand the back thigh elastic band member inclined in the same direction (see bands 5, 
1). 

In regard to claim 4, Fujii et al. teaches each thigh leg member, the front thigh 
elastic band member and the back thigh elastic band member meet at least at an inner 
lower portion of the thigh leg member (see figures 22 and 24, bands 1a and 5a). 

In regard to claim 6, Fujii et al. teaches at least either one of the left thigh leg 
member or the right thigh leg member has the front thigh elastic band member 
extending to a position corresponding to the left or right greater trochanter of a wearer, 
respectively (see figure 23, identifiers 3, 1a, 1, 5 and 5a). 

In regard to claim 8, Fujii et al. teaches at least either one of the left thigh leg 
member or the right thigh leg member having the front thigh elastic band member 
extending from an outer upper portion to an inner lower portion of the left or right thigh 
leg member, respectively (figure 22, identifier 1a). , 
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In regard to claim 15, Fujii et al. teaches the back thigh elastic band member 
extending from an inner upper portion to an outer lower portion of each thigh leg 
member (figure 24, identifier 1 ). 

In regard to claim 16, Fujii et al. teaches the back thigh elastic band member 
extends from an outer upper portion to an inner lower portion of each thigh leg member 
(figure 24, identifier 5a). 

In regard to claim 28, Fujii et al. teaches the front thigh elastic band member 
extending from the lower part of the inside of the corresponding thigh to the 
corresponding greater trochanter via the upper part of the front surface of the 
corresponding thigh and, wherein the front thigh elastic band member is curved in an 
indented shape towards the upper part of the corresponding thigh (figure 22 and 23, 
identifier 1a, 1). 

In regard to claim 29, Fujii et al. teaches a garment for covering at least part of 
the lower half of a body comprising a band-like pressure portion at least having at a 
front side portion corresponding to the front side of a thigh (figure 22), a thigh front side 
pressure portion formed obliquely from above to below the front side portion (1a). A rear 
side portion (figure 24) corresponding to the rear side of the thigh, a thigh rear side 
pressure portion formed obliquely from above to below the rear side portion (5a). 

In regard to claim 30, Fujii et al. teaches a garment with a crotch for covering at 
least part of a lower half of a body. A band-like pressure portion, having a front side 
portion corresponding to a front side of a cms (figure 22). A cms front side pressure 
portion formed obliquely from above to below the front side portion (1a). A rear side 
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portion corresponding to a rear side of the cms (figure 24). The cms rear side pressure 
portion formed obliquely from above to below the rear side portion (5a). 

In regard to claim 32, Fujii et al. teaches the second thigh stretchable portion 
independently further comprise a second back thigh elastic band member (5a) 
extending from an outer portion to an inner portion of the thigh leg member such that 
the fist and second back thigh elastic bands (5a, 1 ) on the thigh member cross each 
other (see figure 24). 

In regard to claim 35, Fujii et al. teaches left and right pelvic members attached 
to the thigh members for covering the right and left pelvic areas of a wearer (figure 22, 
identifier 6). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and can be found cited in PTO-892 form submitted herewith. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30)Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571 ) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ALH 

Mi ^r^s 

ALISSA HOEY 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 



